
 

Geography KS3 Learning Journey 

Explaining key processes and measures within 
development and key terms of LIC, NEE, and 

HIC. Introducing theories around development. 
Describing economic activity in primary, 

secondary, tertiary, and quaternary sectors. 

Development 

Settlements and Urbanisation 

Explaining key population processes and applying to different 
contexts. Understanding and comparing geographical 

patterns in terms of population. Explaining the concept of 
overpopulation in relation to resources and technology. 

Sustainability, Malthus & Boserup theories 

Population 

• Justification and evaluation 
• Analysing a range of sources of information and 

developing critique 
• Assessing the complexity of sustainability 
• Fieldwork Skills 

• Sequencing of physical processes 
• Describe a range of geographical information, maps, 

diagrams, graphs, photographs, and satellite imagery. 
• Developing OS map skills 
• Introducing extended writing in Geography 

• Sequencing of physical processes 
• Describe a range of geographical information, maps, 

diagrams, graphs, photographs, and satellite imagery 
• Developing OS map skills 
• Introducing extended writing in Geography 
•  

Knowledge Skills 

The River Nile 

Weather and Climate 

China 

Coasts 

Wonderful World Map Skills 

Application of sustainability and geographical 
concepts to an African region along the River Nile. 

Overall assessment of human's ability to live in unison 
with nature. 

Describing global and national weather patterns and 
the challenges they pose. Starting to explain key 

processes that control weather and climate patterns at 
a range of scales. 

Extending locational knowledge of Africa, 
Russia, Asia, and the Middle East. Developing 

awareness of interactions between human 
physical characteristics in various global 

locations. 

Assessment of prior 
knowledge and skills 

accumulated during KS1 & 
2. Geography Baseline Test 

Climate Change 

Reinforcing understanding of climate change during the Quaternary Period. Explaining and comparing natural and 
anthropogenic causes of climate change. Assessing the impacts at a range of scales. Evaluating mitigation and 

adaptation policies. 

Extending locational knowledge of 
countries and continents. Map skills 

using OS maps and atlases. Grid 
references, scale, distance, height 

Extending locational knowledge of the UK. Describing 
geographical processes shaping physical landscapes. Rocks, 

weathering, coastal change over time. Human use and 
management of physical landscapes. 

Extending location knowledge of the UK. Describing the pattern of 
urbanisation globally and within the UK. Explaining how processes 

interact to create human landscapes and how these settlements have 
grown over time. 

Rivers 
Consolidation of physical process 

sequencing and explanation. Rocks, 
weathering, hydrological change over 

time. Evaluating human use and 
management of physical landscapes. 

Water Resources 
Awareness of the use of natural 
resources and the concept of 

sustainability. Describing how human 
activity is linked to physical and 

environmental systems 

Globalisation 
Developing an understanding of international 

relations and global trade. Further develop theories 
around development and global inequality. 

Application of knowledge of the development of 
TNCs and countries. 

Application of development and globalisation 
knowledge to the context of a rapidly 

developing China. Explain the human and 
physical features of China. Evaluate potential 

futures for China and other NEEs. 

Glaciation 
Climate change during the Quaternary Period. Identifying 
and describing the processes and features of glaciation in 

the UK. Explaining physical processes of erosion, 
transportation, and deposition in the context of glaciation. 

 

Resources and Sustainability 

Developing understanding of sustainability in relation to a range of resources. Evaluating local approaches to 
sustainability (BedZED). Fieldwork planning and execution that focuses on sustainability around the school.  


